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to: 
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Madisonville, KY 42431 
(270) 339-9482 Cell 
 e-mail: 
billtrainthomas@gmail.com

  

Next Meeting Monday,  
May 16, 2016, 7:00 pm 

Former Louisville & Nashville  
Passenger Station, Hopkinsville, KY 

 

Program by Wallace Henderson 
“Passenger Trains  

of the Henderson Subdivision 
1945-1956”  

NRHS Mission Statement 
National Railway Historical Society, Inc. 
Mission Statement - The National Railway Historical 
Society promotes railway heritage preservation and 
educates its members and the public about rail transpor-
tation, its history and impact, with a focus on North 
America.  

Objectives 
1. To foster the experience of rail transportation 
2. To develop and expand educational services 

and programs 
3. To build and maintain archives, to encourage 

and to support archival activities, and to dis-
seminate information in archives 

 A. To increase collaboration between ex-
isting   archives 
 B. To develop listing of National and 
Chapter   archives 
4. To support preservation of memorabilia and  
5.   artifacts 
6. To facilitate association and networking 
7. To maintain and grow the organization 

In this issue… 
 Words From Our President 
 Photos 
 Rail Flicks Review by Tom Johnson 

 

April 2016 meeting attendees take a break to watch a 
passing north-bound freight on CSX’s Henderson Sub. 
 Photo by Ricky Bivins 
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 May is here and what a wonderful time of 
the year it is to get out and watch trains on your 
favorite line. This is also a reminder that our meet-
ing on May 16th will be held in Hopkinsville at the 
depot on 9th street. Wallace Henderson will have 
the program and I understand it will be outstanding 
as usual. Remember to bring your appetite with 
you as usual for the May meeting. 
 Ricky Bivins, has been preparing for the 
“Railfanning Event” in Mortons Gap on this com-
ing Saturday (May 14). We will gather in the park 
next to the tracks. Ricky said there are some res-
taurants in Mortons Gap for food and he has made 
arrangements for restrooms. Bring a lawn chair, 
your favorite 32-ounce sipper and enjoy. We will 
start to meet any time after 10 AM and it will end 
when the last man leaves. We still have a couple of 
months open for club members to step up and 
sponsor a “Railfanning Event”. If you are interest-
ed, please contact me with a date or talk to me at 
the May meeting. 
 Congratulations to Blair Terry on winning 
photo contest last month with his picture of a Flor-
ida East Coast Railroad, locomotive crossing an 
alligator infested swamp. According to Jim Pear-
son we had a total of nine entries in the contest. I 
would like to thank all of you who entered, for tak-
ing the time and making an effort in this club ac-
tivity. Our plans are to take the top photos from 
each contest and compile them into a club calendar 

The Spill with President Bill Farrell
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for 2017. Our next photo contest will be from June 
4th to the 11th. 
 James Kemp, Rich Hane, and myself met as 
a committee on our Christmas Show. I think we 
have some good ideas but this needs to be a club 
effort for it to be a success. We will need all our 
members to step up and be willing to work a couple 
of shifts while this project is under way. Things we 
are looking at, are, the modular layout, a standard 
gauge layout, antique toy display, Wally’s steam 
engines, the conductor from the Polar Express, con-
tinuous show of the movie “The Polar Express”, and 
a display of antiques toys. This project should get 
the Western Kentucky Chapter out into the eye of 
the community and help us cover the liability insur-
ance billing for 2017. Any member who would like 
to be on the Christmas Show committee needs to 
contact me as soon as possible. 
 We need to thank Thomas Bryan for the ex-
cellent program last month. Betty and Donny 
Knight also stepped forward on the refreshments 
and did an exceptional job of feeding the crew. If 
you missed the meeting last month, you missed one 
of better meetings. Hope to see you in Hopkinsville 
this month on the 16th. This month’s program with 
be presented by Wally Henderson and refreshments 
by Terry, Farrell and Hopkinsville group. 
 Remember, “Show and Tell” for May and 
we also need raffle item.  
  Bill Farrell, President      

GET THOSE CAMERAS OUT! 
How I wish I’d had a camera at 
the young age of about 10.  As I 
peruse current railroad 
publications sporting vintage 

photographs of locomotives, freight and 
passenger cars, depots, and other peripherally 
related items, I treasure more and more the 
ability to at least see in my mind’s eye the gray 
and yellow L&N F units that frequented my 
home town, Ellijay, GA’s Hook and Eye line 
between Marietta, GA, (Elizabeth) and Etowah, 
TN.  Seems the sweet spot was around 1972 or 3, 
when the line still supported 2 daily freights, 
South in the morning and north in the afternoon.  
Much better than the Family Lines/Seaboard/

CSX-middle-of-the-night-as-needed runs from 
Tate, GA, in the early 1980s.  I’m not sure of the 
exact schedule or even the terminal points of the 
trick, but I assume things began at the Tate yard 
where Georgia Marble’s short line (with the only 
2 switchbacks in the state) still plies the hilly 
terrain to interchange with the now operating 

(Continued on page 6) 



3  3 

There is no submission for this feature this month.  If you have a “spot” you’d like to submit, please do so.  
Get a photo that does not reveal the location.  If  you have an old photo but it contains the location, drop it 
off at Coldwell Banker Terry & Associates, 1096 North Main St, Madisonville, and I will scan it, then re-
turn the photo to you.  I can “fuzz” out the identity if necessary.  Please put your photo in an envelop clearly 
marked with my name, your name, phone number, email, etc.  Mona Forker, our receptionist will put it in 
my mail box.   

Below: SB Surfliner  @ RR Days - Southbound Pacific Surfliner, led by F59PHi #452, departs Fullerton, 
CA bound for San Diego. Fullerton's annual Railroad Days is happening at the depot and Amtrak has 
supplied its 2 (out of 3) Veterans decorated equipment; P42 #42 and Cabbage (Cab + Baggage = 
Cabbage) #90208. 5-01-16.  Photo by Matt Gentry. 

Left: UP 8130 
SanTimoteo 2-27-16 - UP 
ES44AC #8130 leads it 
general freight east on the 
former SP Sunset Route 
through San Timoteo 
Canyon on its way 
towards Beaumont, CA 
and the infamous 
Beaumont Hill. San 
Timoteo Canyon has got 
to be one of my favorite 
places to watch trains in 
all of Southern California. 
2-27-16.  Photo by Matt 
Gentry. 

Photos From Sunny California by Matt Gentry 
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Photos 

Below: Chapter  members and modelers gather  at one of Keith Kittinger ’s Train Nights at his garage 
HO layout May 2, 2016.   Photos by Ricky Bivins 
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The following is the description that is included on the 
DVD case for this video, Central Kentucky Rails.  I will let 
that suffice for a list of the highlights pertinent to this pro-
duction and I will add my comments afterwards. 
 
Kentucky is known as the Bluegrass State and there is so 
much to see and enjoy. With state-of-the-art camera equip-
ment, our crews have traveled throughout much of the cen-
tral part of Kentucky searching for the wide variety of in-
credible action that can be found here. CSX and Norfolk 
Southern are the major players in this region and plenty of 
heavy-duty action was filmed from both railroads. In addi-
tion, the regional RJ Corman Railroad is highlighted, in-
cluding their dinner train powered by classic FP7s. We 
caught everything from ground-shaking ballast trains to the 
more commonly found auto, manifest, & intermodal 
freights that polish the rails daily. It’s always an incredible 
sight to watch new CSX power in La Grange trundling 
down the middle of a downtown street right past 130 year 
old buildings! Long steel trestles are common too and we 
caught several trains crossing these impressive structures. 
The Paducah & Louisville was captured performing 
switching duties. Some of Union Pacific’s SD90MAC lo-
comotives found a new home on the Norfolk Southern and 
we caught some of them in action for you to enjoy. We 
finish our exciting program chasing trains from 2 different 
operating train museums in the area. Shot in the late spring 
of 2015, this is one show you don’t want to miss. This is 
Central Kentucky Rails! 
 
Pentrex once set the standard for RR videos but in my opin-
ion their quality has been surpassed by several newcomers 
in the industry.  Most new RR video products are coming 
out in wide screen format, which is a far superior way to 
present the action than is the old fashioned full screen 
mode, but this one still uses the 4:3 aspect ratio.  That is 
strike one against this video. 

 

The image quality is only “average” and that is not so 
much a matter of Pentrex quality declining; it is a case of 
the competition getting better. 
The use of maps in this video is a joke.  A plain blue 
background with black lines representing the route and 
black dots representing the towns constitute the “maps” 
used.  It is like using stick figures to represent people. 
Another disappointment to me was that we did not get a 
view of the inside of the RJ Corman Dinner Train.  It 
would have been nice to see what the dining car looked 
like from the passenger perspective. 

Title Central Kentucky Rails 

Producer Pentrex 

Format DVD 

Playing Time 2 hrs. 

Purchased From Pentrex.com 

Date Purchased 4/19/16 

Price Paid $29.95 + $6.00 shipping 

A Union Pacific Department of Defense train 
south bound at Mortons Gap KY under Gorgeous 
sky's April 8, 2016.   Photo by Ricky Bivins 
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Minutes Summary of April 2016 
Will be available at the May meeting. 
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April 2016 Financial Report 
Will be available at the May Meeting 

Georgia Northeastern.  The 
accompanying photo shows an Alco FA 
leading a southbound freight at Tate in 
1966, with the depot to the right.   
 I WAS fortunate to befriend the 
latter CSX crew as a teenager with a 
drivers license.  I met them one evening 
in Tate around 8 pm to ride the turn to 
Ellijay and back.  I can’t believe my 
parents let me, but, I was a pretty good 
kid in those days.  I returned home 
around 5 am having ridden the 60 some 
odd mile round trip only to go to work at 
8 that morning (summer break) at the 
grocery store.  I was so excited I 
couldn’t have slept anyway.  I rode 
north in the lead locomotive, a 4 axle 
“jeep” of some kind.  The normal 3 unit 
consist made fairly easy work of original 
narrow gauge grades and curves.  Only 
drawback was the often pitch blackness 
outside.  The crew even shared their 
sandwiches and drinks with me on the 
return trip in the L&N red bay window 
caboose.   
 This story has a tragic ending. 
Not one photograph or any other form of 
recording was made other than these 
words you read now coming from my 
memory that will leave this world with 
me.  I can still remember the sound of 
the EMDs grinding up-grade, the smells 
of the honeysuckle covering the miles of 
adjacent farm fence rows, and even the 
sights of the locomotive’s headlight 
hitting the countless pine tress and red 
clay embankments along the path, but, 
oh, how I wish I had taken my camera.  
Don’t be like me!  Get it down on film, 
digitally, or even write about it while 
fresh on your mind.  Then submit it to 
your newsletter editor!!!  You knew that 
was coming!  Be careful out there! 
 
 Bill Thomas, editor 
  

(Continued from page 2) 

Cameras... 

Rich Hane has a fine, Lionel model of EMD's venerable GP-
30 and caboose in CB&Q livery. Photographed on the Central 
& Western Railroad.  Photo by Ricky Bivins 

More... 
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Regional Photo Section by Jim Pearson 

May 10, 2016 – A 
Paducah and 
Louisville Railway 
DPU coal train 
rounds the loop at the 
Calvert City Loadout 
at Calvert City, 
Kentucky as storm 
clouds pass in the 
distance. I think this is 
the first time I can 
recall finding a PAL 
train with DPU units. 
It had four on the 
front and four on the 
rear of the train as it 
moved through the 
loop. – Tech Info: 
1/1250 | f/5 | ISO 560 | 
Lens: Sigma 24-70 @ 
48mm on a Nikon 
D800 shot and 
processed in RAW. 

April 27, 2016 - Paducah 
& Louisville Railway 
WW1, (Louisville Gas 
& Electric) chases a 
heavy storm north with a 
loaded coal train at 
McHenry, Ky with PAL 
UK engines 4522 and 
2012 along with UofL 
2013 as power. - Tech 
Info: 1/400 | f/2.8 | ISO 
3600 | Lens: Rokinon 
14mm on a Nikon D800 
shot and processed in 
RAW. 
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PENNYRAIL 
% Bill Thomas, Editor 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
Madisonville, KY 42431 

TIMETABLE #110 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF RAILFANS ONLY 

 May 16 - Monthly meeting at Hopkinsville 

 June 20 - Monthly meeting 

 July 16 - Adams, TN, Steam Days 

 Crofton Chapter Picnic - September  24 
 
If you know of regional events we can put on 
the Timetable, please forward those to me, 
bill@fbcmadisonville.com. 

VISIT THE CHAPTER WEB SITE: http://www.westkentuckynrhs.org 
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National Railway Historical Society 
www.nrhs.com 

Railway Preservation News 
www.rypn.org/ 

Kentucky Railway Museum 
www.kyrail.org/ 

Indiana Railway Museum and French 
Lick Scenic Railway 

www.indianarailwaymuseum.org 
Illinois RR Historical Society 

http://icrrhistorical.org/ 
Illinois Railway Museum 

www.irm.org/ 
Tennessee Central  
Railway Museum 

www.tcry.org/ 

“PENNYRAIL” is your 
publication.  If you have 
photographs or other material of  
current or historical interest that 
you would like to share with 
Chapter members, your editor 
would appreciate hearing from 
you.  Your material will receive 
the best of care while being 
readied for publication.  Your 
help is appreciated.      
Bill Thomas, editor 

bill@fbcmadisonville.com 

AS RAILFANS WE ARE OFTEN 
AT TRACKSIDE AND IN 
POSITION TO OBSERVE 
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS 
THAT COULD AFFECT 
RAILROAD SAFETY OR 
SECURITY.  KEEP THESE 
NUMBERS HANDY TO REPORT 
INCIDENTS. 
BNSF   800-832-5452 
CN/IC  800-465-9239 
CSX  800-232-0144 
NS  800-453-2530 
UP  888-877-7267 
Amtrak 800-331-0008 

 HO estate for sale. Charles Ellis lost his brother recently. 
Mr. Ellis had started collecting and operating HO in the 
1980's. Most of his collection is from the 80's and early 
90's., and the family wants to liquidate this part of his 
estate. If you are interested contact Mr. Charles (Chip) Ellis 
at 270 886-3357 (Pennyrile Door & Glass) or 
pennyriledoorandglass@gmail.com . 

 If you have items you’d like to buy, sell, or trade, send 
descriptions and pictures to me, your editor, 
billtrainthomas@gmail.com. 

  


